














































































































































































































































































































































































































186 UNDER THE DIVINE LOTE TREE 

of the author, the target audience, etc. I use it above to refer only 

to the historical and cultural setting in which the Manifestation of 

God lived. 

Being-in-the-World 
1 Quoted by Shoghi Effendi in The World Order of Bahd'u'lldh, 

p.168 
2 Baha'u'llah, The Four Valleys, in The Seven Valleys and the Four 

Valleys. Both the previous quotations are from p. 50. 
3Note 61 of the Kitdb-i-Aqdas (The Most Holy Book) , p. 195, 

states that the following verses of paragraph 36 of the same book 

constitute 'the prohibition of monasticism and asceticism': 'How 

many a man hath secluded himself in the climes of India, denied 

himself the things God hath decreed as lawful, imposed upon 

himself austerities and mortifications.' Baha'u'llah also forbade 

monasticism to his followers in a Tablet to Napoleon III : '0 
concourse of monks! Seclude not yourselves in churches and 

cloisters . Come forth by My leave, and occupy yourselves with 

that which will profit your souls and the souls of men. Thus 

biddeth you the King of the Day of Reckoning ... Enter ye into 

wedlock, that after you someone may fill your place.' Proclamation 

of Bahd'u'lldh, p. 95. 
4The expression 'knight of faith' is Kierkegaard's and refers to 

Abraham . In his Fear and Trembling Kierkegaard elaborates upon 

Abraham's willingness to sacrifice hi son Isaac: 'The knight of 

faith is obliged to rely upon himself alone, he feels the pain of not 

being able to make himself intelligible to others, but he feels no 

vain desire to guide others' (p. 90). 'The true knight of faith is 

always absolute isolation, the false knight is sectarian.' Fear and 

Trembling, p. 89. 
5John Milton, Areopagitica, in Abrams, Norton Anthology, 6th 

ed. 1993, vol. 1, p. 1462. 
6In many poetry anthologies, e.g. Abrams, Norton Anthology, 

5th ed. 1979, vol. 2, p. 1111. 
7Unidentified ·source in editor' s introductory note to the poem, 

The College Survey of English Literature (1945), p. 903. 
8From a letter written on behalf of Shoghi Effendi to an 

ind ividual believer, 8 January 1949. Lights of Guidance, no. 388, 

p. 114. 
9'Say: 0 my servants, who have transgressed to your own hurt, 

despair not of God's mercy, for all sins doth God forgive. 
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Gracious, Merciful is He!' 39:54: 'The Troops' (Rodwell's 
translation). 

10'All men have been created to carry forward an ever-advancing 
civilization.' Baha'u'lhih, Gleanings, CIX, p. 215. 

11 'Whatsoever deterreth you, in this Day, from loving God is 
nothing but the world. Flee it, that ye may be numbered with the 
blest.' Baha'u'llah, Gleanings, CXXVIII, p. 276. 

12The Call of the Wild is the title of the book by Jack London 
(1903). It is the delightful, skilfully written story of the adventures 
of the dog, Buck, 'dognapped' by an unscrupulous gardener from 
Judge Miller's home in the Santa Clara Valley of California and 
forced to perform dog sled service during the Klondike gold rush 
in the Yukon. 

131nversnaid is a Scottish town by Loch Lomond. Hopkins, 
Poems; also in various anthologies, e.g. The Norton Anthology of 
Modern Poetry, p.106; The Faber Book of Modern Verse, p.49. 

The Long Journey Home 

11n Baha'f theology God is manifest on various planes both in 
this world and the realms beyond. Baha'u'llah delineates these 
realms in his mystical, cosmological Tablet, Law~-i-kullu't- ta'am 
(The Tablet of All Food). The realm of Nrisut is the lowest of these 
realms, God's manifestation in the physical world. All things, 
whether animal, vegetable, mineral or human, emanate from God 
at the phenomenological level. For a provisional translation of the 
Tablet that gives the historical background and a very detailed 
commentary, see Lambden, 'A Tablet of Mfrza I:lusayn-'Alf'. 

2'Abdu'l-Baha, Paris Talks, p.88. 
3'Abdu'l-Baha, Selections, no.219, p. 274. 
4The Hebrew Bible refers to the death of Isaac in the following 

manner: 'And Isaac gave up the ghost, and died, and was gathered 
unto his people, being old and full of days: and his sons Esau and 
Jacob buried him' (Gen: 35:29). 

5The theme of 'Abdu'l-Baha's address to the students of Leland 
Stanford Junior University at Palo Alto, California on 8 October 
1912 was the 'intrinsic oneness of all phenomena', the idea that 'all 
things are involved in all things' (Promulgation, p. 349). In this 
address, 'Abdu'l-Baha expounds on the predetermined and cyclical 
coursings of the 'cellular elements' as they are transferred from the 
lower to the higher kingdoms during their evolutionary journey. 
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He explains that the human being has the power of intellect which 

is able to transcend the limitations of nature and to produce 

wonderful scientific discoveries. 
6A theological clarification is required by the phrase 'for the sake 

of the love of God'. God does not need our services. It is we who 

need to perform such services for His sake, that is, at His behest for 

our own benefit as well as the benefit of others. 'For His sake' 

means to please Him, for in pleasing Him we please and benefit 

ourselves and others at the same time. In sum, 'for the sake of God' 

means to do His will. 
7From a Tablet translated from the Persian and Arabic, quoted from 

the compilation Women in The Compilation of Compilations, vol. 2, no. 

2144, p. 379. The fuller context reads: 'By the Day-Star of ancient mys­

teries! The sweet-scented fragrance of every breath breathed in the love 

of God is wafted in the court of the presence of the Lord of Revelation. 

The reward of no good deed is or ever will be lost. Blessed art thou, 

doubly blessed art thou! Thou art reckoned amongst those hand­

maidens whose love for their kin hath not prevented them from 

attaining the shores of the Sea of Grace and Mercy.' 
8Source unci ted, in Ruth]. Moffett, Do'a: The Call to Prayer, p. 32. 
9The idea expressed in the above sentence is transposed from 

another context referring to the greatness of the twentieth century 

and the future rapid growth of the Baha'f Cause. I include it here as 

a parallel expression of the idea that the true understanding of the 

greatness of present things is garnered in future times: 'In the ages 

to come, though the Cause of God may rise and grow a hundredfold 

and the shade of the Sadratu'l-Muntaha shelter all mankind, yet this 

present century shall stand unrivalled, for it hath witnessed the 

breaking of that Morn and the rising of that Sun. This century is, 

verily, the source of His Light and the dayspring of His Revelation. 

Future ages and generations shall behold the diffusion of its 

radiance and the manifestations of its signs. Wherefore, exert your­

selves, haply ye may obtain your full share and portion of His 

bestowals.' 'Abdu'l-Baha, Selections, p. 67. 






